








4. That the Conservation Department set aside a portion of the wild rice

harvesting fees to be used in re-seeding lakes and to establish water controls

on lakes where needed.

5. That portions of the license fees be utilized for research purposes for

the improvement of wild rice.

INDIAN LABOR SURVEY

The Minnesota Indian Affairs Commission, cooperating with the Department of

Business Development, conducted a survey of state and national manufacturers to

determine their employment experience with Indian people.

The study was prompted by repeated inquiries to the Minnesota Department of

Business Development by businessmen who are showing an increased interest in the

prospect of utilizing Indian people, on and off reservations, as a source of

labor for industrial expansion.

Development specialists, consultants and plant location teams have called

upon state government asking for information on comparative productivity rates,

testing results, absenteeism, wage rates, employee turnover, attitude, adapta

bility, and trainability of Indians in industrial occupations.

The answer to these questions was not at hand; hence, additional date. was

sought to verity and complement the information and counsel already available

from the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

The inquiry letter was sent to thirty-one manufacturing firms (employing

all or a substantial number of Indian people) and to the Economic Development

Departments of nine states (those having significant Indian populations).

Thirty replies were received, for a return of 75%. The responses were, in

general, highly favorable and oommending of the Indian labor force.
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A full report and summary will be issued by the Department of Business

Development after the first of the year. Copies will be available on request

from the Business and Industrial Services Division, Department of Business

Development, 160 State ·Office Building, or from the Indian Affairs Commission,

76 State Office Building, St. Paul, Minnesota.

INDIAN LAND AND PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT

On December 15., 1966, Mr. Howard laVoy, Manager of the Mirmesota Chippewa

Tribe with offices located in Room 420, Federal Building, Bemidji, Minnesota,

issued the following information: The tribal business operations indicate that

there are 194 lakeshore leases on the Nett Lake Reservation located in Cook County.

There are 29 lakeshore leases and 2 farms located on the Fond du Lac Reservation

in Carlton County. There are 334 lakeshore leases, 2 resorts, and a bait, wild

rice, and fur enterprise on the Leech Lake Reservation within Cass County. There

are 125 lakeshore leases, 19 farms, 1 ranoh, and 1 rest home on the White Earth

Reservation within Mahnomen and Becker Counties. About B5 per cent of the leases

have improvements on them which would range from $2,500 to $lB,OOO. Each of

these properties is taxed on the basis of its personal property and improvements,

as evaluated. These taxes are then recorded and paid to their respective counties

by the lessees. The Chippewa ranch located in Mahnomen County has approximately

2,500 head of feeder stock. This consists of beef cattle and hogs. There is

also a considerable amount of grain farming on these properties. All of these

are subject to taxes which are paid into the county treasury.

The tribe in the past 10 years has developed its land holdings and anti

cipates an increase of approximately 100 new lakeshore leases in the year 1967.



The Minnesota tribes and the respective reservations which they represent

continue to develop their land holdings. As these properties are developed for

commercial purposes, they are subject to taxes. Therefore, it is pointed out

that there are several Indian and non-Indian residents residing on the reserva

tions who are currently paying all federal, state, and county taxes. The develop

ment of tribal properties adds to the tax revenue of each respective county. On

this basis it is assumed that other tribes are developing their so called "tax_

exempt lands II whioh add to the tax revenue for the county. Therefore, the Minne

sota tribes feel that they are supporting the tax base of their respective countie$.

It might also be pointed out that developing their lands and properties also

brings in added tax revenue and increased money into the economies of the respec

tive conmunities and counties. Several of the leases are to out-of-state resi

dents; these further add to the econo~ of the counties and state.

Many county officials feel that the tribes and their tax exempt status

deprive counties of revenue. As pointed out, they are contributing to the tax

revenue of their respeotive areas.
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

CREATION OF COMMISSION

1. One of the members-at-large should be drawn from and suggested by the

Indian organizations of Minneapolis and. St. Paul, for part of this group is not

now represented on the Commission, and their problems are unique.

PUBLIC RELATIONS

1. That wherever the expression "one-fourth Indian blood" or variants of

this appear in Minnesota laws, it be changed to "Indians duly enrolled with any

Indian group (Tribe or Band) recognized by the Bureau of Indian Affairs".

2. That whenever a county is requesting help from the state on the basis

of insufficient funds due to the presence of tax-free reserved (federal) land

within its boundaries, that the law be so worded.

3. That Minnesota Statutes 325.41, 325.42 be enforced:

325.41 IMITATION INDIAN-MADE GOODS TO BE BRANDED. All goods, wares,
and merchandise mown as moccasins, bead work, birchbark baskets,
deerskin work, grass rugs, sweet grass baskets, and other goods which
are manufactured or produced in imitation of genuine Minnesota Indian
hand-made goods, wares, or merchandise shall be branded, labeled, or
marked, as hereinafter provided, before being exposed for sale and
shall not be exposed or sold without such brand, label or mark thereon.

(1937 c.196 s. 1)

325.42 BRAND. The brand, label, or mark required by section 325.41
shall be the words "imitation Indian-made" and shall be placed or
attached outside of and on a conspicuous part of the finished article
so as to be plainly visible to the purchasing public, and shall be the
size and style mown as great primer Roman capitals. Such brand or
mark, if the article will permit, shall be placed upon it, but when
such branding or marking is impossible a label shall be used and
attached thereto.

(1937 c.196 s. 2)

Violation of this law constitutes a misdemeanor. It is now enforced by taking a

complaint to a county attorney. We reconunend that it also be possible for a pri-

vate citizen to bring a civil suit.
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HEALTH

1. That due to changing policies and philosophies because of federal or

state legislation, that health programs and services be administered at all levels

to Indian citizens as to other citizens based on need. This basically affects

Indian citizens residing off reservations.

2. That the state Department of Health continue more concentrated efforts

in their cooperation with the U. S. Public Health Service, Division of Indian

Health, in establishment and enforcement of state health codes, laws, and regu

lations.

HOUSING

1. That the state government (the legislative members and the governor) con

tinue in their support and efforts on behalf of tribal governments to bring

federal housing appropriations into the state for improving the housing conditions

of the Minnesota citizens.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

1. That state provisions should be made to help finance law enforcement and

to train officers.

2. That counties containing reserved, tax free land be reimbursed by the

state for the cost of enforcing the law on such land.

3. That the Attorney General's Office investigate law enforcement operations

in Indian areas so that proper procedures can be instituted where require4 and so

that the dignity and rights of individuals are protected.
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EDUCATION

1. That MS 124.4S - 1955 be amended to provide for a maximum amount ot

$1200 per pupil per year.

2. Due to the increase in the number of students presently eligible and in

need of scholarships and the increased cost per stu~ent, we support the request

of the Department of Education for $100,000 for scholarships for the period from

July 1967 to July 1969. If eligibility requirements are relaxed, this amount

will have to be increased.

3. That all recognized Indians pe made eligible for the Indian Scholarship

~rogram.

4. That a representative of the Indian tribes be appointed to the State

Indian Scholarship Committee.

5.·That a representative of the Indian tribes be appointed to the Minnesota

Indian Scholarship Committee.

6. That the Department of Education institute a program of training for

principals and teachers in schools with sizeable Indian populations so that they

come to have a better understanding of these students and the circumstances of

their lives.

7. That textbooks be selected which give a realistic picture of American

history as it relates to Indians.

S. That the Bureau of Indian Affairs be encouraged to make use of all area

vocational-technical schools in Minnesota for the training of students under

their employment assistance program (PI. 959).

9. That the Department of Education work closely with the Executive Director

of the Indian Affairs Commission in an attempt to solve the question of consolida

tion of grade schools in Indian areas.



10. That the state work to see continued those educational programs in

Indian reservation areas instituted under the Economic Opportunity Act.

WELFARE

1. That where a county is given assistance by the state to pay for relief

costs, it be done on the basis of the poverty of the county rather than on the

race of its inhabitants. Consideration by the state should be given when resi

dents do not pay property taxes by virtue of residence on tax exempt land and

when the possible revenue of the county is limited by the presence of state and

federal park and forest land.

2. That the state of Minnesota participate in programs whioh will benefit

all citizens without singling out any people for special legi8lation, suoh as

the proposed Aid to Dependent Children of Unemployed Parents. This measure would

have the effect of removing residence requirement complicaticms and would allow

the state and federal government to assume much of the cost of care which now

comes under general relief.

3. That in all counties relief and other aids be given to Indians at the

same rate as to non-Indians.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

1. That fair and adequate consideration be given to tribal governments and

their elected officials in future recommendations regarding matters of conserva

tion particularily in wild rice harvesting.

2. That consideration be given to tribal governments in posing legislation

which they believe is in the best interest of harvesting methods, propagation

and in the beat interest of busines8 and industry in general.

47



3. That consideration be given to their request that certain lakes within

the reservation areas be harvested and supervised exclusively by Indians. This

will allow the tribal governments to conduct a demonstration or pilot study of

their methods of harvesting. If successful over a period of years, these im

proved harvesting methods will improve the wild rice industry in general.

4. That the Conservation Department set aside a portion of the wild rice

harvesting fees to be used in re-seeding lakes and to establish water controls

on lakes where needed.

5. That portions of the license fees be utilized for research purposes for

the improvement of wild rice.



ARIZONA

IDAHO

MAINE

MICHIGAN

MONTANA

NEBRASKA

NEVADA

APPENDIX I

INDIAN AFFAmS COMMISSIONS IN STATES
REPORTED TO HAVE 1,000 OR MORE mDIANS

As reported October 1964

- Arizona Commission of Indian Affairs, 18 members. The Commission
considers and studies conditions of Indians within the state. The
Commission may hold hearings, make investigations, and confer with
officials of local, state and federal agencies to secure coopera
tion in promoting the welfare of the Indian people. The Commission
shall also make a written annual report, giving an account of its
proceedings, to the governor and legislature. For 1964-65, the
amount appropriated for the Commission was $26,754.00.

- No Indian Commission, but there 1s a Commission interested in Indian
children and programs involving Indian youth which are sponsored
by local and state agencies. The Commission is composed of seven
members. This Commission shall take necessar,y administrative action
in the fields of child health; welfare and education in eliminating
duplication of services and coordinating departmental plans so as
to fix responsibility for services. The Commission has the power
to appoint subcommittees to promote work and execute plans of the
Commission in designated areas. (Interdepartmental Committee on
Children and Youth)

- Division of Indian Affairs is attached to the Department of Health
and Welfare.

- Governor appointed a Governor's Commission on Indian Affairs. There
is no law creating this Commission. It is composed of fourteen
members. This Commission makes studies and reports to the gover
nor on certain specific problems.

- Has a Department of Indian Affairs. The legislature appropriates
approximately $12,000 a year for the department's operation. The
Coordinator of Indian Affairs does ever,ything possible to bring
about adequate housing on reservations, and in general promote
Indian welfare. Further he advises the legislative and executive
branches of the state as to Indian problems and needs, and makes
recommendations for the alleviation of such problems. When the
law was passed creating the Department it was anticipated that
the legislature would establish a Loan Fund tor Indian Housing.
The legislature failed to establish such a rand.

- No Indian Affairs Commission, but there is a Governor's Advisor,y
Committee on Indian Law Enforcement. This Committee's functions
are limited in scope.

- In 1961 the Governor appointed a five-man Advisor,y Committee on
Indian Affairs. It is a non-statutor,y committee with no paid
employ-ees.
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NEW MEXICO

NEW YORK

- Commission on Indian Affairs composed of nine members, not less
than four of whom shall be Indians. The Commission shall investi
gate, study and consider the entire subject of Indian conditions
and relations. A written report of the Commission's activities and
findings shall be submitted to the governor on or before the last
day of each calendar year. Subjects for investigation may include
problems of health, economy, education, legislation, and government.
Current fiscal budget is $17,500, next year it will be $21,000.

"':' Has an Interdepartmental Committee on Indian Affairs. It was created
by an Executive Order in 1952. It consists of representatives of
Senate, Commissioners of Education, Health, Commerce, Social Welfare,
Mental Hygiene, Conservation, and Superintendents of Public Works
and State Police. A director is chairman and coordinator of the
Committee, he has an annual budget of $24,300. Each state agency
is responsible for services rendered to the reservations.

Department of Social Welfare - all of its programs of assistance
and care apply to needy Indians. Administration of these pro
grams is by local welfare departments, reimbursed by the state.

Department of Health - provides public health supervision on reser
vations through staffs of district offices.

Department of Education - responsible for carrying out compulsory
school attendance laws for Indians and providing Indian children
with educational opportunities equal to those of other children.

Department of Commerce - concerned with the best interests of the
Indians and the best utilization of his lands as related to
business and industry.

Indians also receive service from many other agencies performing
routine or auxiliary functions.

NORTH DAKOTA - Has commission but information in respect to it has not been received.

SOUTH DAKOTA - Commission on Indian Affairs has a biennial budget of $4,000. The
Commission has no director. It is composed of twelve members,
serving without compensation. They shall study Indian living con
ditions, with the purpose of establishing a method of absor~ing the
Indian people into the economy of the state. Such study shall in
clude education, employment, housing, medical care, hospitalization
and promotion of general welfare of the Indian population of the state.

WISCONSIN - No Indian Affairs Commission. Has the Legislative Councils Menominee
Indian Study Committee. It is composed of sixteen members serving
with no compensation. The Conmdttee shall study problems created
by the transfer of controls of the Menominee Indian Tribe from
federal to state and local control in such fields as taxation, pub
lic welfare, education, highways and law enforcement.

The status of some of the Commission have changed considerably. For example,
North Dakota and South Dakota now have full time Commissions and full. time directors
and staffs with increased. legislative appropriations. other states are also creating
Commissions of this type.
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APPENDIX II

ESTIMATED ENROLLED INDIAN POPULATION-3TATE OF MINNESOTA

Consolidated Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians
Upper Sioux Tribe (Granite Falls)-

Lower Sioux Tribe (Morton) (Prior Lake,
near Shakopee)

Migrant Residents from nearby states
TOTAL EST.

2.3,000
4,800

1,200
1.000

.30,000

ESTIMATED INDIAN POPULATION ON RESERVATIONS

Red Lake
White Earth
Leech Lake
Fond du Lac
Mille Lac
Grand Portage
Nett Lake
Upper Sioux
Lower Sioux
Prairie Island

Minneapolis
St. Paul
Duluth

TOTAL EST.

ESTIMATED URBAN INDIAN POPULATION

TOTAL EST.

.3,500

.3,.300

.3,.300
750
.350
225
.350
150
225
150

5,800
.3,700
1.200

12,.300

10,700

Estimated off-reservation population living in nearby
towns, villages, and cities and rural areas
(ie. Detroit Lakes, Park Rapids, Walker, Bemidji, etc.)

Approximately 2,000 enrolled Tribal members have
established residency outside of the state of
Minnesota

TOTAL ESTIMATED INDIAN POPULATION-STATE OF MINNESOTA
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5,000

2.000

.30,000




